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SAGALASSOS ROMAN RELIEF WARES FROM SELEUCEIA SIDERA

IN PISIDIA (TURKEY)

ERGUN LAFLI

Introduction

In the summer of 1987, a team of archaeologists dis-
covered a potters” quarter on the slopes to the east
of Sagalassos, the metropolis of ancient Pisidia.’
This site is located at 7 km north of the Aglasun
town (on the Antalya-Isparta Highway) and 37 km
south-east of the city Burdur in Southern Turkey
(Fig. 89). An excavation under the direction of M.
Waelkens (Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium)
continued the investigations there since 1990.2
Sagalassos was founded in the Hellenistic period,
but it became an influential city only in the Roman
period; it was destroyed during the early Byzantine
era as a result of Arabian attacks and consecutive
earthquakes. Up to present, excavators of Sagalassos
have published the most extensive evidence for
their ceramics of the Roman period.* Now, we have
the information that Sagalassos was a flourishing
regional centre in the Roman period and played a
critical role in the eastern Mediterranean pottery
trade. In its pottery workshops, a complete range of
coarse and red slip wares were produced: tiles and
bricks, terracotta figurines, wheel- and mould-made
oil lamps, cooking vessels, mortaria, amphorae,

dolia, a series of red slip ware and relief wares (Po- .

blome 1995, 177). According to ]. Poblome,
Sagalassos had already been producing pottery in
the Hellenistic period; but at the end of the first cen-
tury BC the craftsmen intensified their efforts and
started mass producing a wide variety of ceramic
products. The results of the excavations at potters’
quarter clearly show that the production of
Sagalassos tableware lasted into the first half of the
seventh century AD, shortly after the town of Saga-
lassos was abandoned (Poblome 1996, 86). These
wares were intensively traded in Asia Minor and
could also be identified in a series of sites in the rest
of Eastern Mediterranean, Italy and North Africa
(Poblome 1996, 75-77). Among others, an important
centre of trade was a small Pisidian city, Seleuceia Si-
dera, which is about 40 km north-east to Sagalassos.
This site lies exactly 16 km north-east of Isparta at
Asar Tepe, which was excavated in 1993 by O.
Bingdl (University of Ankara; Fig. 89). During the
late nineteenth century the site was located by the
German geographer G. Hirschfeld (1879, 312-314).
Later it was visited and briefly described by sever-
al travellers, but detailed investigation of the
remains began only in 1993 by a Turkish archaeolo-
gists team. The results of this excavation appeared
in one report by Bingdl (1994).

Seleuceia was founded by Antiochus I of Seleucia
in the 3rd century BC as a colony in order to guard
the northern frontier of Pisidia and the famous
‘Syria-Asia Minor Road’, which comes from
Ephesus and extends to Tarsus (Bracke 1993, 21, n.
54). The slight evidence provided by the surface
finds from the site may confirm that the first settle-
ment was in the Hellenistic period. During the

. Early Roman period, the name of Seleuceia Sidera

was changed to Claudioseleuceia (Lafli 1999, 59).
This city remained influential until the 8th century
AD. During the 1993 field season, Bingdl excavated
in seven different areas: first, the southern terrace
(and the round building), second, the southern ter-
race, eastern gate, eastern terrace, necropo]is, cis-
tern and the theatre. These sondages generated a
considerable amount of ceramic material. All
sherds, with the exception of those discovered in
the necropolis, were found in unstratified contexts
and belong to the following ceramic groups: fine
ware, coarse ware, relief ware, oil lamps, terracot-
tas, and unguentaria. Almost all the recognised red
slip table ware found at Seleuceia Sidera was
imported from Sagalassos. It occurs in large quan-
tities and predominates in all of the periods. These
groups are inclusive to give a comprehensive pic-
ture of the city life and provide historical evidence
of this unknown site and part of Pisidia. One of the
most important groups is formed by the Roman
relief wares. The other pottery groups of Seleuceia
Sidera have been studied by me (Lafli 1998b; 1999;
2000). In this paper I give a general presentation of
Sagalassos relief ware production and trade.

Relief wares

Publications on Roman relief wares in Asia Minor
are rare. In 1988, U. Mandel was the first to publish
a proper book on Anatolian Roman relief ware pro-
ductions (Mandel 1988). She discerned three main
production centres in Asia Minor: Pergamon,
Knidos and ‘Werkstattgruppe der Gladiatoren-
Feldflaschen’. On the other hand a considerable
amount of literature has appeared on Sagalassos
red slip ware. The only not well-studied classes of
this ware are the relief wares, which constitute in
Seleuceia Sidera a small fraction of the total ceram-
ic finds. In Seleuceia we have found a total of 136
relief ware sherds, which were collected primarily
from the First Southern Terrace Trench. The three
main forms of relief wares are the so-called round
based pilgrim flasks or ampullae, a type of flattened
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